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FOURTH  SUNDAY  IN  LENT 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 474 [O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, it is difficult to tell the difference between who I 
am and who I want to be, in that I confuse the two, thinking I am 
who I want to be.  This confusion stifles the effort to be aware of 
who I am by pulling my attention toward who I want to be.  I 
believe I am more comfortable with focusing on who I want to be 
because noticing who I am connects me with the knowledge that I 
am not who I want to be and the judgments that come with that 
knowing.  The difficulty this creates for me is that dwelling on who 
I want to be keeps me from taking seriously who I am, and 
without taking who I am seriously I remain pretty much the same.  
I find myself in a conundrum: I want to be other than I am, but am 
unable to compassionately take seriously how I am.  I am not 
asking you to help me become who I want to be; I am asking you 
to encourage compassion in me for the person I am, something 
which will foster understanding in me for why I am as I am, which 
will enable me to move toward what I want to be in a way that is 
feasible and therefore possible.  Remind me that a little patience 
would be helpful as well. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 210 [Our God, Our Help in Ages Past] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
MONDAY    1:00  Centering Prayer, at Church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for April 7, 2019 
Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:4b-14; John 2:1-8. 

F.Y.I. 
 There is an article on the table in the coffee room titled: 
Atonement Theories and Reading the Passion Narratives.  It is 
offered to give us information about Holy Week, especially 
Maundy Thursday/Good Friday. 
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Fourth Sunday in Lent (Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32) 
 There are times in life when our sense of self is disrupted by 
thoughts and feelings that tell us we are more than we imagined 
(Advent), followed by other times when we grasp that it is acceptable 
to examine what has intruded and explore it (Christmas/Epiphany). 
There are also times when the reasons not to examine what has 
intruded become available (Lent), followed by a time when we are 
persuaded to take seriously what has intruded and own it as ours 
(Easter). In all of this we see the influence of God inviting us to 
participate in the expansion of the self we are. 
 In today’s text it says of the younger brother that he “came to 
himself.” The text can also be translated as “came into himself.” The 
preposition refers to either “the point reached or entered.” The way 
we translate this makes a difference. If we say “he came to himself” it 
implies that he arrived at something completed; if we say  he “came 
into himself” it implies that he embarked on the exploration of 
something that is unfolding. 
 In my experience, a person’s “self” is never completed; it is always 
being unfolded by God. Perhaps the younger brother thought he had 
discovered his self with the realization that he was nothing better than 
a hired servant, but the father in the parable refused to accept his 
conclusion, which left the younger brother needing to come to some 
understanding as to the self that was his. Saying he was his father’s son 
would not resolve the issue, because he would need to figure out what 
that meant. The same issue faced the older brother, who knew he was 
his father’s son but had not worked out what that meant for himself. 
 Perhaps we could say that God is always about the work of 
uncovering the self that we are. I imagine we all have some sense of 
the self we are, yet we find that God is constantly expanding that sense 
to make it more adequate. Any time our sense of self is disrupted is a 
disquieting time, and we are presented with a choice as to how we 
wish to view it. It is easy to see such a time as a threat and to resist it. 
However, it is also possible to see such a time as an instance of God’s 
caretaking of us, working to make our self-understanding more 
adequate to the life that is ours or the life that is coming toward us. If 
we can see it in this latter way, it is possible to rest in the movement 
that is reshaping our image of ourselves and our identity, thereby 
giving us an expanded self to inhabit. 

[Jim Robie, 3-28-19] 
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Fourth Sunday in Lent – Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
 Generally, this parable is known by the title “The Parable of the 
Prodigal Son.” This title encourages us to moralize on the parable 
by focusing our attention on one of the sons, the youngest, and 
then portraying him in a somewhat negative light: “prodigal” is an 
adjective meaning “rashly or wastefully extravagant.” When I was 
young, I derived a moral from this parable which was that it was 
not good to be like this younger son, and that it would be better to 
be like the older son. On reflection, it would have been more 
helpful, in the sense of being less judgmental and more evocative, 
if the title given to this parable had been simply “The Parable of the 
Two Sons.” I say this because the parable is actually describing not 
the “right” and “wrong” way to live, but two basic ways we all tend 
to respond to the way we are raised, i.e. by compliance or rebellion.  

What the sons have in common is that they have both 
internalized an image of what being a son involves. What separates 
the two is the way they interact with their image: the youngest is 
in rebellion against his image; the oldest is in compliance with his. 
By so doing, both have missed the mark. The mark they miss is that 
they do not develop a relationship with themselves as a person. 
They remain tied to their image of what it means to be a son. 

Notice that in the parable there is no moralizing on the way 
either son lives his life. The youngest son is welcomed home by his 
father who welcomes him into his rightful place, and by doing so 
invites him to be the person he is. The oldest continues to be 
welcomed by the father and is encouraged to engage his life. 
 The youngest son takes his property [Greek: his substance] and 
goes off to live a different life. He wants to be someone else. He 
inevitably fails because it is not possible for him (or anyone) to have 
a fundamentally different life without first owning the life that is 
his. The oldest son never engages his substance. He never responds 
to it, acts on it or uses it. He is dutiful to what he believes being a 
son involves, and by doing so he never takes possession of a life 
that is his in addition to being a son. 

We tend to read the parable as though the youngest son 
completed his journey to be a person in his own right; but nothing 
like that is found in the story. The youngest son wants to be a 

servant and the father refuses, but we do not know if the youngest 
ever agreed to his father’s refusal and chose to be the person he 
was. In the parable, the oldest son is left in the same situation. The 
oldest continues to be welcomed by the father, and is encouraged 
to engage his life, but we do not know if he did so. Perhaps the 
parable is this way because the choice to be the person we are, 
which includes and is more than the roles we internalized, is never 
made only once but is something that has to be made over and over 
as our life unfolds. There is an incompleteness in the way the 
parable ends: both sons are left in the same place facing the same 
issue—that of being their own person. If we fail to grasp this, we will 
hear the parable as being unfair. 
 Perhaps each of us is a mixture of the oldest and the youngest 
son. In some areas of our life we live in rebellion against what we 
have internalized; in other areas of our life we live in compliance 
with it. What is needed is for us to gain consciousness as to how this 
is true of us and begin consciously inhabiting and then examining 
the roles we internalized when we were younger. With this in our 
awareness it is then possible to think about our life beyond those 
roles. Often it isn’t until we have a personal crisis that we engage 
the reality of our life, that we take it seriously and relate to it. This 
is what happened when the youngest son “came to himself” [the 
Greek says “came into himself”]. Out of his desperation he begins 
to form a relationship with himself in the sense of owning what the 
state of his life actually is. A similar, but different, crises was 
precipitated for the older son when he was confronted by the 
bitterness in himself. His bitterness was focused on his brother but 
was created by his own difficulty in working through his compliance 
to the role of a son. His own life was stifled by his compliance to the 
image of what he thought he should be. The parable does not tell 
us what happened to the older brother. However, if he lived in our 
time and thought world, we might say he would be encouraged to 
see his bitterness as legitimate and valuable. He would be 
encouraged to explore how his bitterness was produced by the 
deprivation caused by not paying attention to himself as someone 
who is a son and more than a son. 



What relating to ourselves asks of us, what God asks of us, wants 
for us, and helps us manifest, is for us to begin to take seriously 
what our life actually is. We focus on how we think our life should 
be, or how we want it to be, and put energy into making our life be 
that way. What we do not do is attend to what our life is: we are 
all role-bound, and inhabit the roles we internalized when younger, 
and do so without knowing we do so. Paying attention to who we 
are involves coming to understand this and appreciate it in the 
sense of grasping what our life and the way we live does for us and 
to us. Attending to what our life is means we begin to have 
awareness of us in our life, how we feel in our life and about our 
life. We become interested in these subjects, exploring them and 
listening to them. Like the father in the parable, God waits 
confidently and patiently for us to come into ourselves; but more 
than that, God helps and encourages us in doing so. 

[Jim Robie, 3-27-19, 4th in Lent, Cycle C, Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32] 


